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The mission of the Oriskany Central School District is to educate, engage, and empower 
students to excel in an ever-changing world.  We are committed to our tradition of 
personal attention, positive relationships, and an innovative climate for learning. 
 
Recovering, Rebuilding, and Renewing: The Spirit of New York’s Schools 
Source: NYSED Website 
 
The closing of schools in March 2020 has profoundly affected the lives of New Yorkers. 
This impact will continue through the 2020-21 school year and beyond. While no one 
can predict all the challenges that may arise over the coming weeks and months, it is 
imperative that we plan for a safe and orderly return to school. 
 
Without question, our paramount concern is to ensure the health and safety of 
everyone in our schools, children and adults alike. At the same time, we must also 
contend with a myriad of complex challenges – catching up on months of lost in-person 
instruction; addressing students’ social and emotional needs in the wake of this 
catastrophe; ensuring all students have the ability to participate equitably in remote 
learning; planning for the possibility of deep budget cuts; and so many others. 
 
The Board of Regents and Department's task was to create a framework to help guide 
schools and school districts as they continue to plan for school to return in the fall, 
whether instruction takes place in person, remotely, or through some combination of 
the two. That framework is presented here, in this guidance document. 
 
The guidance provides schools and districts with the flexibility they will need to develop 
and implement creative solutions to their unique, local circumstances. It describes the 
reopening actions that schools must take and those that are recommended best 
practices to be considered. 
 
The following pages of this Oriskany Central School District plan have been created in 
accordance with the NYSED Recovering, Rebuilding, and Renewing: The Spirit of New 
York’s Schools - Reopening Guidance document.  
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Section 1: Communication/Family and Community Engagement  
 

1. The school and/or district engaged with school stakeholders and community members 

(e.g., administrators, faculty, staff, students, parents/legal guardians of students, local 

health departments, local health care providers, and affiliated organizations, such as 

unions, alumni, and/or community-based groups) when developing reopening plans. 

Plans for reopening should identify the groups of people involved and engaged 

throughout the planning process.  

The District conducted an Educational Impact Survey for district parents/guardians to 

provide input to assist us in developing our plan.  The District also created a Reopening 

Our School Advisory Committee that met the last two weeks of July and is scheduled to 

continue to meet weekly into August and beyond as needed.  This committee consisted 

of parents/guardians via feedback from surveys, non-instructional staff, building 

administrators, Superintendent, Business Official, Director of Curriculum & Instruction, 

CSE Chairperson,  teachers’ union President, non-instructional union President, Director 

of Facilities and Transportation Supervisor.  We also gathered feedback for this 

reopening during the original closure period, in Spring 2020, with Pupil Personnel 

Teams, teachers, students, team meetings,  and additional parent/guardian and staff 

surveys. 

The committee plans to continue to meet to discuss and make recommendations based 

upon the current and updated guidance from the New York State Education 

Department, the New York State Health Department, and the Centers for Disease 

Control.  Any updates or changes to these documents have been and will continue to be 

shared with the committee.  

2. The school and/or district developed a communications plan for students, parents or 
legal guardians of students, staff, and visitors that includes applicable instructions, 
training, signage, and a consistent means to provide individuals with information. 
Responsible Parties may consider developing webpages, text and email groups, 
and/or social media groups or posts.  

The District will continue to utilize our mass communication system, currently School 
Messenger application, to inform our students, parents, and staff as needed with new 
and changing information.  The application generates a phone call, email, text 
notification, a notification on the homepage of the district website as well as a push 
notification through our district's own app. The same messages are also shared via the 
district’s official school Facebook page and Twitter account to provide communication 
through social media. 
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3. The school and/or district will ensure all students are taught or trained how to follow 

new COVID-19 protocols safely and correctly, including but not limited to hand 

hygiene, proper face covering wearing, social distancing, and respiratory hygiene.  

 

Mandatory training regarding new COVID-19 protocols including but not limited to hand 

and respiratory hygiene, proper usage of face coverings, and physical distancing will be 

provided to all students.  To reinforce this training, signage will be posted throughout 

the facilities reminding students of proper physical distancing, face covering protocols, 

and hand and respiratory hygiene. 

 

The District will utilize age appropriate resources to inform, educate, and train all staff 

and students on the importance of and respect for the need of exercising universal 

safety precautions on a daily basis.  We will utilize videos, posters, and other 

instructional materials from our ONeida-Herkimer-Madison BOCES Safety Office or 

through other educational outlets to provide such training and education. 

 

4. The school and/or district will encourage all students, faculty, staff, and visitors 

through verbal and written communication (e.g., signage) to adhere to CDC and DOH 

guidance regarding the use of PPE, specifically acceptable face coverings.”  

 

All faculty, staff, students, and visitors will be required to wear a mask upon entering 

any District building or other gatherings on school grounds that require the use of face 

coverings.  Signage will be displayed throughout the District stating this request; as well 

as, written and verbal communications will be used to state the same prior to the start 

of the school year.  

 

The District will utilize daily announcements, electronic communications, and postings 

throughout district facilities to maintain adherence to CDC and NYS Department of 

Health guidance regarding the use of acceptable face coverings when physical distancing 

is not possible.  The district will provide acceptable face coverings to those students who 

may have lost or forgotten their personal face covering as well as staff members and 

visitors if necessary.  Students, faculty,  staff, and visitors will be encouraged to utilize 

their own acceptable face coverings. 

 

5. The school and/or district will provide communications in the language(s) spoken at 

home among families and throughout the school community. Written plans must be 

accessible to those with visual and/or hearing impairments.  
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Communications sent out by the Oriskany Central School District are translated as 

needed into languages spoken at home for our families and school community.  Written 

plans will be made accessible to those with visual and/or hearing impairments. 
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Section 2: Health and Safety 
 

1. Each school and/or district reopening plan must review and consider the number of             

students and staff allowed to return in person. These factors should be considered             

when determining resumption of in person instruction: (1) Ability to maintain           

appropriate social distancing; (2) PPE and  face covering availability; (3) Availability of         

safe transportation; and (4) Local hospital capacity – consult your local department of             

health. 

 

After considering building capacities (number and square footage of classrooms, square           

footage of cafeterias and gymnasiums), anticipated enrollments, building level         

programs, and students’ needs, we will be utilizing a hybrid model of instruction. This              

hybrid model will allow us to maintain appropriate social distancing, provide PPE and             

face covering, and schedule safe transportation within the required guidelines.   
 

This hybrid plan will specifically reduce the number of students in our elementary school              

building by about half. While our prekindergarten and kindergarten classes will be able             
to be in attendance daily, grades 1-6 will be in attendance half at a time. We will have                  

our entire faculty and staff returning to buildings to provide students with instruction in              

a safe environment.  

 

Our secondary level students (grades 7-12) will be divided into halves and will report to               

school for in-person instruction for one day, then receive remote instruction the next             

day. This will enable our students and staff to maintain physical distancing throughout              

the day and reduce density in the hallways and classrooms. This will also enable us to                

reduce the number of students on school buses at one time, and allow them to enter                

and exit the building safely.  

 

 

2. Each school and/or district reopening plan must engage with school stakeholders and            

community members (e.g., administrators, faculty, staff, students, parents/legal        

guardians of students, local health departments, local health care providers, and           

affiliated organizations, such as unions, alumni, and/or community-based groups) in          

developing their reopening plan and identify those that participated in the reopening            

plans. 

 

The Oriskany Central School District conducted an Educational Impact Survey for district 

parents/guardians to provide input to assist us in developing our plan.  The District also 

created a Reopening Our School Advisory Committee that met the last two weeks of July 

and is scheduled to continue to meet weekly into August and beyond as needed.  This 
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committee consisted of parents/guardians via feedback from surveys, non-instructional 

staff, building administrators, Superintendent, Business Official, Director of Curriculum 

& Instruction, CSE Chairperson,  teachers’ union President, non-instructional union 

President, Director of Facilities and Transportation Supervisor.  We also gathered 

feedback for this reopening during the original closure period, in Spring 2020, with Pupil 

Personnel Teams, District Safety Committee, teachers, students, team meetings,  and 

additional parent/guardian and staff surveys. 

 

3. Each school and/or district reopening plan must include a communications plan for            

students, parents/guardians, staff, and visitors that includes applicable instructions,         

training, signage, and a consistent means to provide individuals with information. 

 

The District will continue to utilize our mass communication system, currently School 
Messenger application, to inform our students, parents, and staff as needed with new 
and changing information.  The application generates a phone call, email, text 
notification, a notification on the homepage of the district website as well as a push 
notification through our district's own app. The same messages are also shared via the 
district’s official school Facebook page and Twitter account to provide communication 
through social media.  There will be signage provided on the school grounds and within 
the buildings to communicate consistently.  

4. Each school and/or district reopening plan has a written protocol developed in            

collaboration with the district or school’s director of school health services to instruct             

staff to observe for signs of illness in students and staff and requires symptomatic              

persons to be sent to the school nurse or other designated personnel.  

 

The Oriskany Central School District is working with our school physician, Dr.            

Christopher M. Alinea, in developing written protocols that will instruct staff in the             

observation of signs of illness in students and staff. These protocols will include             

requirements to send students or faculty/staff to the school nurse if displaying signs of              

illness. The District is also working with the Oneida-Herkimer-Madison BOCES Safety           

Office to develop tools for staff to use when making decisions regarding COVID-19             

exposures and assessments.  
  

5. Each school and/or district reopening plan has a written protocol for daily            

temperature screenings of all students and staff, along with a daily screening            

questionnaire for faculty and staff and periodic use of the questionnaire for students. 

 

The Oriskany Central School District will require all faculty/staff to complete a daily             

temperature check and to complete a health screening questionnaire prior to arriving at             

district facilities. As recommended by the guidance provided by the New York State             
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Education Department, we will encourage parents to screen their child for signs of             

illness and check their child’s temperature daily prior to boarding the school bus or              

arriving at school. A supply of screening questionnaires will be provided to parents in              

order to record the results of the daily temperature check. Results of those screenings              

will be submitted to their classroom teacher upon arrival to school. Students who             

board their bus and have not been screened will be transported to school and will be                

seated in assigned seats to maximize the physical distance from other students. Such             

students will be screened immediately at school and treated in a confidential manner.             

The same shall apply if a child not utilizing district transportation arrives at school              

without a completed screening questionnaire. No student or staff health information           

will be collected or stored, only the pass/fail results of the screenings.  
 

6. Each school and/or district reopening plan requires that ill students and staff be             

assessed by the school nurse (registered professional nurse, RN) or medical director            

and that if a school nurse or medical director is not available, ill students and staff will                 

be sent home for follow up with a healthcare provider.  

 

Every building in the Oriskany Central School District is staffed with a full-time             

Registered Nurse. Nurses will assess ill students and faculty/staff in accordance with the             

school physician’s standing orders. If warranted, ill students and staff will be sent home              

along with a recommendation to see their healthcare provider or go to an urgent care               

facility. In the rare case where a nurse is not present in the building, the building                

administrator shall consult with another district nurse and/or the school medical           

director and, if necessary, send the student or faculty/staff member home with the             

same recommendation. 
 

7. Each school and/or district reopening plan has written protocol requiring students or            

staff with a temperature, signs of illness, and/or a positive response to the             

questionnaire to be sent directly to a dedicated isolation area where students are             

supervised, prior to being picked up or otherwise sent home.   

 

The district has identified areas in each building that will serve as isolation areas for               

students who exhibit signs of illness, have a temperature exceeding 100 degrees, and/or             

have a positive response to the health questionnaire. Students will be supervised by             

faculty/staff until the student is picked up by an authorized adult. 
 

8. Each school and/or district reopening plan has written protocol to address visitors,            

guests, contractors, and vendors to the school which includes health screening. 
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All visitors must receive prior approval from the building administrator including           

parents, guests, contractors and vendors. Phone calls, e-mail, mail, or video           

conferences should be used whenever possible, even if this means turning someone            

away at the door. Visitors deemed essential must complete the health questionnaire            

and submit to a temperature check prior to being admitted. A visitor that presents signs               

of illness, has a temperature exceeding 100 degrees, and/or a positive response to the              

health questionnaire will not be admitted and will be directed to leave school grounds              

immediately. If admitted, visitors must follow the physical distancing mandate and           

follow CDC and NYS Department of Health guidelines for the use of acceptable face              

coverings. Face coverings and hand sanitizer will be available at all main entrances for              

visitors as needed. Once the purpose of the visit has concluded, the visitor must sign               

out and leave school grounds immediately. 
 

9. Each school and/or district reopening plan has a written protocol to instruct            

parents/guardians to observe for signs of illness in their child that require staying             

home from school.  

 

The district will ensure the written protocol is available on our website and provided in               

hard copy to parents/guardians upon request. This protocol will be developed in            

collaboration with our school physician, Dr. Alinea. 

 

10. Each school and/or district reopening plan has written protocol and appropriate           

signage to instruct staff and students in correct hand and respiratory hygiene. 

 

Mandatory training regarding new COVID-19 hand and respiratory hygiene protocols          

will be provided to all students and faculty/staff. To reinforce this training, signage will              

be consistently posted throughout the facilities reminding students and faculty/staff of           

proper hand and respiratory hygiene. 

 

11. Each school and/or district reopening plan has written protocol to ensure all persons             

in school buildings keep social distance of at least 6 feet whenever possible. 

Mandatory training regarding new COVID-19 protocols including maintaining a minimum          
physical distance of 6 feet between persons will be provided to all students and              
faculty/staff. To reinforce this training, signage will be posted throughout the facilities            
reminding all persons of proper physical distancing. 
 

12. Each school and/or district reopening plan has written protocol detailing how the            

district/school will provide accommodations to all students and staff who are at high             

risk or live with a person at high risk. 
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The Oriskany Central School District is making parents/guardians aware of the option for             

their child to remain home and receive remote instruction in lieu of a hybrid model. If                

100% remote instruction is chosen, the district shall ensure the student has adequate             

broadband access and appropriate technology to be instructed, communicate and          

complete assignments, quizzes, and assessments.  
  

A faculty/staff survey has been distributed to assess the need for accommodations            

necessary due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Accommodations will be provided on a case -              

by- case basis in accordance with state and federal law. 

 

13. Each school and/or district reopening plan has written protocol detailing how the            

district/school will provide accommodations to all students and staff who are at high             

risk or live with a person at high risk. 
 
All persons must wear cloth face coverings whenever they are in hallways, restrooms,             

offices, other common areas, including buses and whenever social distancing cannot be            

maintained. To reinforce this protocol, signage will be posted throughout the facilities            

reminding all persons of these protocols. A copy of the written protocol will be provided               

to all faculty/staff and parents/guardians. 

 

14. Each school and/or district reopening plan has a plan for obtaining and maintaining             

adequate supplies of face coverings/masks for school staff, students who forget their          

masks, and PPE for use by school health professionals. 

 

District administration and building principals are working together to determine the           

types and amounts of PPE necessary to reopen school. Using the guidance provided by              

SED, we are working through our Oneida-Herkimer-Madison BOCES and local vendors to            

ensure adequate supplies are obtained and available. This coordinated effort between           

departments within the district is ongoing in acquiring and maintaining appropriate           

inventory of face coverings for use by students, staff, and visitors. The additional PPE              

for those who require it including school nurses, such as N95 and/or KN95 masks,              

disposable gowns, eye protection, face shields and nitrile gloves has been and will             

continue to be acquired in the quantities recommended in the NYSED guidance            

document. 

 

15. Each school and/or district reopening plan has written protocol for actions to be taken              

if there is a confirmed case of COVID-19 in the school.  
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If there is a confirmed lab-tested case of COVID-19 in the school, our written protocol               

will follow the CDC and NYS Department of Health recommendations by closing off all              

areas known to have been used by the individual, waiting 24 hours, if possible, then               

cleaning and disinfecting those areas, while and opening outside windows and doors to             

increase air circulation. The district will assist with the NYS Department of Health’s             

contact tracing process. To facilitate their efforts, we will maintain accurate attendance            

records of students and faculty/staff members, ensure student schedules are current,           

and maintain accurate visitor logs with contact information. 

 

16. Each school and/or district reopening plan has written protocol that complies with 

DOH and CDC guidance for the return to school of students and staff following a 

positive screen for COVID-19 symptoms, illness or diagnosis of confirmed case of 

COVID-19 or following quarantine due to contact with a confirmed case of COVID-19. 

Return to school will be coordinated with the local health department. 

 

Our written protocol for a return to school for students and staff will comply with NYS                

Department of Health and CDC guidance and will be coordinated with the Oneida             

County Health Department. If a person exhibits symptoms of COVID-19 and is not             

diagnosed with COVID-19, they can return to school once there is no fever without the               

use of fever reducing medicines, and have felt well for at least 24 hours. A person                

diagnosed with another condition may return to school with a written note clearing             

them to return by a healthcare provider. 

  

If a person is diagnosed with COVID-19 by a healthcare provider either by laboratory              

test or based on symptoms, or does not get a test but had symptoms should not attend                 

school until: 

● It has been at least ten days since the onset of symptoms 

● It has been at least three days since the individual has had a fever (without the                 

use of fever-reducing medicine) 

● It has been at least three days since the improvement of symptoms, including              

cough and shortness of breath 

 

The district will coordinate with the Oneida County Health Department regarding the            

return to school for those cleared. Any person cleared for return to school will be               

coordinated with the Oneida County Health Department. 

 

17. Each school and/or district reopening plan has written protocol to clean and disinfect 

schools following CDC guidance. 
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The Oriskany Central School District has developed and implemented an in-depth           

written plan for the cleaning and disinfection of each school building. The written             

protocols are based on the guidance and recommendations provided by the Centers for             

Disease Control and Prevention.  
 

18. Each school and/or district reopening plan has written protocol to clean and disinfect 

schools following CDC guidance. 

 

The Oriskany Central School District will ensure that all required school safety drills are              

completed in accordance with state guidelines. Within the first week of school, all             

students and staff will receive appropriate training as it relates to responding to school              

safety drills. School safety drills will be completed with utmost care given to the safety               

of all building occupants. Social distancing practices will be monitored and enforced            

during all school safety drills. 
 

19. Each school and/or district reopening plan has written plan for district/school run 
before and aftercare programs (or, for charter schools, as required by the school’s 
charter).  
The Oriskany Central School District does not currently have any district/school run            

before or aftercare programs. 
 

20. Each school and/or district reopening plan designates a COVID-19 safety coordinator 

(administrator) whose responsibilities include continuous compliance with all aspects 

of the school’s reopening plan, as well as any phased-in reopening activities necessary 

to allow for operational issues to be resolved before activities return to normal or 

“new normal” levels. 

The Oriskany Central School District has implemented a multi-tier school reopening           

compliance protocol. Each individual building Principal will be responsible to implement           

and continually monitor the reopening plan, as well as any phased-in reopening            

activities necessary to allow for operational issues to be resolved before activities return             

to normal or “new normal” levels. The Superintendent and/or designee(s) will oversee            

the Districts’ compliance with the reopening plan and will provide any needed support             

and direction to the building principals.  
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Section 3: Facilities 
 

1. Each school and/or district reopening plan which include changes or additions to 

facilities must comply with the requirements of the 2020 New York State Uniform Fire 

Prevention and Building Code (BC) and the State Energy Conservation Code and 

submit all changes to OFP. 

The Oriskany Central School District reopening plan complies with all requirements of            
the 2020 New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code (BC), the State              
Energy Conservation Code, and any changes are submitted to the New York State             
Education Department, Office of Facilities Planning (OFP). 

2. Each school and/or district reopening plan must ensure compliance with the 2020 

Building Condition Survey and Visual Inspection, where applicable. 

The Oriskany Central School District’s reopening plan conforms with the 2020 Building            
Condition Survey, the Oriskany Central School District is not required to complete the             
NYS SED Visual Inspection as the BCS is due in 2020. The Building Condition Survey is                
completed by licensed engineers. 

3. Each school and/or district reopening plan must provide provisions to conduct the            

Lead-In-Water Testing as required by NYS DOH regulation 67-4. 

The Oriskany Central School District’s reopening plan includes provisions for the           
completion of the required Lead-In-Water testing as required by NYS Department of            
Health regulation 67-4. District-wide lead testing is scheduled to be completed in the             
Fall of 2020.  

4. Each school and/or district reopening plan must ensure all existing and new 

Alcohol-based Hand-Rub Dispensers which are installed in any locations is in 

accordance with FCNYS 2020 Section 5705.5. 

 

The Oriskany Central School District has procured and installed Alcohol-based Hand-Rub           

Dispensers in key locations, as identified and directed in the FCNYS 2020 Section 5705.5. 

 

5. Each school and/or district reopening plan which include the installation of dividers in 

classrooms, libraries, cafeterias, auditoriums, gymnasiums, doors, and other points of 

congregation will ensure the submission of detailed floor plans to OFP for review. 

 

Any/all installation(s) of dividers in classrooms, libraries, cafeterias, auditoriums,         

gymnasiums, doors, and other points of congregation will be submitted to the NY State              

Education Department, Office of Facilities Planning (OFP) for review. 
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6. Each school and/or district reopening plan must ensure that all new building 

construction and temporary quarter project will be submitted to OFP for a full code 

review. 

 

The Oriskany Central School District works closely with the NY State Education            
Department, Office of Facilities Planning (OFP) and will submit any new building            
construction or temporary facilities projects to the NY State Education Department,           
Office of Facilities Planning (OFP) for full code review. 

7. Each school and/or district reopening plan which include new facilities for leasing 

must provide a plan to consult with OFP for a preliminary evaluation. 

Any new facilities that will be leased by the Oriskany Central School District will be done                

in consultation with the NY State Education Department, Office of Facilities Planning            

(OFP) for preliminary evaluation prior to any final action being taken. 

8. Each school and/or district reopening plan which includes the temporary or 

permanent use of Tents must provide plans adhering to the BCNYS. 

At this time, the Oriskany Central School District does not intend to use temporary or               

permanent tents. In the event that these tents are deemed necessary, the District will              

adhere to the BCNYS. 

9. Each school and/or district reopening plan must ensure that the existing or altered 

number of toilet and sink fixtures meet the minimum standards of the BCNYS.  

 

The Oriskany Central School District works closely with our design professionals and the             

NY State Education Department, Office of Facilities Planning (OFP) to insure that the             

existing number of toilets and sinks meet the minimum standards of the BCNYS. 
 

10. Each school and/or district reopening plan must ensure that each building provides 

one drinking fountain per one hundred occupants or provide a written plan for a 

reasonable alternate source of drinking water. 

 

The Oriskany Central School District’s reopening plan ensures that each building           

provides one drinking fountain per 100 occupants. Each drinking fountain will be closed             

while the bottle refilling stations will remain operational. Alternate sources for drinking            

water will be provided at each bottle fill station. 

 

11. Each school and/or district reopening plan must provide written plans on how to 

maintain adequate, code required ventilation (natural or mechanical) as designed. 

The Oriskany Central School District’s reopening plan provides written plans on how to              
maintain adequate, code required ventilation (natural or mechanical). The District will           
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continue to work with our design professionals to utilize the most efficient filters for our               
ventilation system. 
 

12. Each school and/or district reopening plan must ensure that all project submissions 

only dedicated to “COVID-19 Reopening” will be labeled as such. 

 

The Oriskany Central School District’s reopening plan ensures that all project           

submissions that are only dedicated to the COVID-19 Reopening will be labeled as such. 

 

13. Each school and/or district reopening plan which include the use of plastic separators 

must comply with the 2020 BCNYS Section 2606.  

The Oriskany Central School District’s reopening plan does comply with the 2020 BCNYS              
Section 2606 for classroom separators.  
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Section 4: Child Nutrition  
 

1. Each school and/or district reopening plan must provide all students enrolled in the 
SFA with access to school meals each school day. This must include students in 
attendance at school and students learning remotely. 
All students enrolled in the SFA will receive access to meals while in attendance and               
remote learning as follows: 
  
In attendance learning PK-12: 

● Breakfast PK-12: Students will walk through the serving line(s) as they enter            
school for the day, pick up their grab and go meal for the day and bring back to                  
their classroom. 

  
● Lunch for PK-6: Students place their lunch order for the day as soon as possible               

upon arrival in their classrooms. Orders are submitted to food service staff and             
prepared ahead of time. Students come through the serving lines as cohorts,            
pick up their pre-ordered lunch or grab and go menu option(s) for the day and               
bring to the cafeteria and/or other designated meal location. 

  
● Lunch for 7-12- Students come through the serving line(s) as cohorts, pick up             

their grab and go menu option(s) for the day and bring to the cafeteria and/or               
other designated meal location. 

 

Remote learning PK-12: 

● Breakfast and lunch meals will be provided to students in one or both ways: 

1 - Students will sign-up/pre-order and pick up meals for days they will not be in school                 

on their way out of the building for the day. 

2 - Designated pickup locations will be established at each building location for             

parents/guardians to pick up meals for the number of days needed.  

 

2. Each school and/or district reopening plan must address all applicable health and 

safety guidelines. 

The following will address all applicable health and safety guidelines for students and             

faculty/staff: 

Food Service Staff: 

● Food service staff will follow all policies, procedures and protocols established by            

the District, local Health Department, NYSED and CDC. Trainings for all health            

and safety guidelines will be provided to staff prior to the start of school and as                

often as needed. As each food service employee enters their respective building            

for the start of their workday, they will conduct daily self-assessments. If an             
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employee is experiencing any COVID-19 symptoms, they will be instructed to go            

home immediately and notify the Director of Food Service.  

● Food service staff will work in their designated location/station and maintain at            

least 6 feet social distancing in order to comply with CDC spacing guidelines of              

6ft. away from other employees.  

● Food service staff will be required to wear a facemask during work hours along              

with other PPE such as latex gloves and face shields (Face shields will not be               

required, but available on an individual basis).  

● During meal service, food service staff will stand behind clear, protective shields            

that will separate staff and students from having direct contact. Money           

transactions will occur on an as needed basis during which staff will be wearing              

gloves during this time. Money will be transferred by students/staff under the            

protective shield in an open space. Students will give their 4-digit pin or name              

verbally in place of inputting it manually directly into a digital pin pad. 

● In between meal periods, food service staff will be clean and sanitize wiping             

down the serving lines and cashier areas on a continuous basis.  

 

Students:  

● Students will enter and exit through the serving lines of each cafeteria as             

cohorts, wearing a facemask covering at all times until they are seated at their              

designated meal consumption location area.  

 

3. Each school and/or district reopening plan include measures to protect students with 

food allergies if providing meals in spaces outside the cafeteria. 

The measures to protect students with food allergies in spaces outside the cafeteria are              

as follows: 

● The building nurses, instructional, and food service staff will communicate and           

identify the students with food allergies throughout the District. In classroom           

settings where a student(s) is identified with a food allergy, the food service             

program will provide food substitutes/alternatives for the students who are          

participating in the meal program receiving free, reduced or paid meals. 

● As needed, classrooms may be designated as a “peanut-free” room which           

prohibits any foods with these particular ingredients into this setting. 

District staff will be educated and informed regarding the District’s Food Allergy            

Program, which is a helpful tool in providing guidance and direction relating to             

food allergies. 
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4. Each school and/or district reopening plan must include protocols and procedures for 

how students will perform hand hygiene before and after eating, how appropriate 

hand hygiene will be promoted, and how sharing of food and beverages will be 

discouraged. 

Protocols and procedures for how students will perform hand hygiene before and after             
eating, the promotion of appropriate hand hygiene, and not allowing sharing of food             
and beverages as follows: 

● On the first day of school and periodically thereafter, students will be educated             
to learn and practice proper hand-washing techniques to follow for washing           
their hands. Signs will be displayed inside and outside the cafeterias as            
reminders tools for reinforcing students on the importance of good hand           
hygiene. 

  
● Students will be reminded of the importance of not sharing food and/or            

beverages and will be monitored by staff for compliance. Share Tables will be             
removed from all cafeteria locations and will not be promoted for students to             
place unwanted food and drink items. 

 

5. Each school and/or district reopening plan must include protocols and procedures that 

require cleaning and disinfection prior to the next group of students arriving for 

meals, if served in the same common area. 

Protocols and procedures that will require cleaning and disinfection prior to the next 
group of students arriving for meals when eating in the same common area will be as 
follows: 
  

● Food service staff, custodial and cafeteria aides/monitors will be assigned 
specific tasks to ensure the proper cleaning and sanitizing work in collaboration 
to wipe down and disinfect the cafeteria tables and other areas of use during 
meal periods. Designated areas where meals will be consumed between and at 
the end of each meal period. 

 

6. Each school and/or district reopening plan must ensure compliance with Child 

Nutrition Program requirements (if the school is its own SFA – for charter schools that 

are part of a district’s SFA, the plan must ensure communication with the district 

regarding food serve requirements). 

Compliance with the Child Nutrition Program requirements will be as follows: 

● The Director of Food Service will be the designated liaison to the District in 
regards to the Child Nutrition Program requirements.  If/when changes, 
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revisions, etc. are warranted, the Director of Food Service will communicate the 
necessary information to the appropriate District Administrators. 

 

7. Each school and/or district reopening plan must include protocols that describe 

communication with families through multiple means in the languages spoken by 

families. 

Prior to the reopening of school, communication with families through multiple means 
in their languages spoken will occur is as follows: 

● At the beginning of the school year, “Start of school” packets  will be distributed 

to all families.  These packets will include the written required protocols so 

students and their families can be aware of what to expect for the start of 

school.  This will be shared in their preferred language. 

The District will also utilize their means of communication to families through the 

website, the mass notification School Messenger robocall/text system, the Oriskany 

school app and via official district social media to alert/communicate with families. 

 

 

8. Each school and/or district reopening plan must require that students must social 

distance (six feet separation) while consuming meals in school unless a physical 

barrier is provided. 

The District’s reopening plan will require the following for compliance with social 
distancing while students consume their meals: 

● Students will be 6 ft. apart sitting at the cafeteria tables and/or other designated 
areas assigned for meal consumption.  The maximum capacity to allow for the 
appropriate 6 ft. social distancing between students will be implemented. 

● In designated meal areas where 6 ft. social distancing is not feasible, a physical 
barrier will be provided for these specific areas. 
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Section 5: Transportation 
 

1. Each school and/or district reopening plan must ensure all buses (conforming and 

non-conforming to Federal Motor Carrier Safety Standards, as well as type A, C or D) 

which are used every day by districts and contract carriers will be cleaned/disinfected 

once a day. 

The Oriskany Central School District will have bus drivers disinfect buses between runs 
and at the end of each day, by misting the interior of the bus with an all purpose 
disinfectant.  

2. Each school and/or district reopening plan ensures high contact spots must be wiped 

down after each a.m. and p.m. run depending upon the disinfection/cleaning 

schedule. 

The Oriskany Central School District will wipe down high contact spots after each route 
with sanitizer before the next group of students is allowed to enter the bus.  

3. Each school and/or district reopening plan must ensure school buses shall not be 

equipped with hand sanitizer due to its combustible composition and potential 

liability to the carrier or district. 

The Oriskany Central School District school buses will not be equipped with hand 
sanitizer due to its combustible composition and potential liability.  

4. Each school and/or district reopening plan must ensure that school bus drivers, 

monitors and attendants must not carry personal bottles of hand sanitizer with them 

on school buses. 

The Oriskany Central School District school bus drivers, monitors and attendants will be 
instructed that personal bottles of hand sanitizer are not allowed on the bus due to its 
combustible composition and potential liability.  

5. Each school and/or district reopening plan will require that school bus drivers, 

monitors, attendants and mechanics must wear a face covering along with optional 

face shield. 

The Oriskany Central School District bus drivers, monitors, attendants, mechanics and 
cleaners have been instructed to wear a face covering, as well as, enforcing good social 
distancing practices. 

6. Each school and/or district reopening plan requires that transportation staff (drivers, 

monitors, attendants, mechanics and cleaners) will be trained and provided periodic 

refreshers on the proper use of personal protective equipment and the signs and 

symptoms of COVID-19. 
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The Oriskany Central School District will train transportation staff (drivers, monitors, 
attendants, mechanics and cleaners) and will provide periodic refreshers on the proper 
use of personal protective equipment and the signs and symptoms of COVID-19 through 
reading material, as well as, incorporated into mandatory trainings.  

7. Each school and/or district reopening plan requires that transportation staff (drivers, 

monitors, attendants, mechanics and cleaners) will be trained and provided periodic 

refreshers on the proper use of social distancing. 

The Oriskany Central School District will train transportation staff (drivers, monitors, 
attendants, mechanics and cleaners) and will provide periodic refreshers on the proper 
use of social distancing through posted reading material as well as incorporated into 
mandatory trainings.  

8. Each school and/or district reopening plan requires that transportation 

departments/carriers will need to provide Personal Protective Equipment such as 

masks and gloves for drivers, monitors and attendants in buses. 

The Oriskany Central School District currently provides and will continue to provide 
Personal Protective Equipment such as masks and gloves for drivers, monitors, 
attendants for use in buses.  

9. Each school and/or district reopening plan ensures hand sanitizer will be provided for 

all staff in their transportation locations such as dispatch offices, employee 

lunch/break rooms and/or bus garages. 

The Oriskany Central School District ensures that hand sanitizer is provided and will 
continue to be provided for staff use in the dispatch office, employee break room and in 
the bus garage. 

10. Each school and/or district reopening plan requires that drivers, monitors and 

attendants who must have direct physical contact with a child must wear gloves. 

The Oriskany Central School District will require that drivers, monitors and attendants 
who must have direct physical contact with a child must wear gloves.  

11. Each school and/or district reopening plan requires that school bus drivers, monitors, 

attendants and mechanics shall perform a self-health assessment for symptoms of 

COVID 19 before arriving to work. 

The Oriskany Central School District will require that school bus drivers, monitors, 
attendants and mechanics perform a self-assessment for symptoms of COVID-19 daily 
before arriving to work.  In addition, if they do have a symptom of COVID-19, they must 
report that to their supervisor immediately.  

12. Each school and/or district reopening plan requires that students must wear a mask 

on a school bus if they are physically and mentally able. 
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The Oriskany Central School District will require students to wear a mask while on the 
school bus if they are physically able to.  

13. Each school and/or district reopening plan ensures that students who do not have a 

mask will NOT be denied transportation. 

The Oriskany Central School District will ensure that students who do not have a mask 
will NOT be denied transportation.  Those students will still need to adhere to the social 
distancing guidelines and be provided with a mask. 

14. Each school and/or district reopening plan requires that students who do not have 

masks must be provided one by the district. 

The Oriskany Central School District will ensure that students who do not have a mask 
will be provided a mask by the school district.  

15. Each school and/or district reopening plan ensures that students with a disability 

which would prevent them from wearing a mask will not be forced to do so or denied 

transportation. 

The Oriskany Central School District will ensure that students with a disability, which 
prevents them from wearing a facemask, will not be forced to wear a mask or denied 
transportation due to not wearing a facemask. 

16. Each school and/or district reopening plan requires students will be trained and 

provided periodic reminders on the proper use of personal protective equipment and 

the signs and symptoms of COVID-19. 

The Oriskany Central School District will ensure that students are trained and provided 

periodic reminders on the proper use of personal protective equipment and signs and 

symptoms of COVID-19 while on the school bus. 

17. Each school and/or district reopening plan requires that students will be trained and 

provided periodic reminders on the proper use of social distancing. 

The Oriskany Central School District will ensure that students are trained and provided 
periodic reminders on the proper use of social distancing while on the school bus.  

18. Each school and/or district reopening plan requires that if the school district is in 

session remotely or otherwise, pupil transportation must be provided to nonpublic, 

parochial, private, charter schools or students whose Individualized Education 

Program have placed them out of district whose schools are meeting in conducting 

in-person session education when/if the district is not. 

The Oriskany Central School District will will ensure that if school is in session remotely 
or otherwise, pupil transportation will be provided to nonpublic, parochial, private, 
charter schools or students whose Individualized Education Program have placed them 
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out of district whose schools are meeting in conducting in-person session education 

when/if the district is not.   
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Section 6: Social Emotional Well-Being 
 

1. Each school and district ensures that district-wide and building-level comprehensive 

developmental school counseling program plans, developed under the direction of 

certified school counselor(s), are reviewed and updated to meet current needs. 

The Oriskany Central School District has developed a comprehensive PK-12 Counseling 

Plan that addresses many facets of the counseling program, serving the needs of over 

600 students across each of our buildings.  A team of certified School Counselors, in 

order to reflect the Commissioner’s Regulations effective July 1, 2019, has recently 

updated this plan for the 2020-2021 school year.  The administrative team and the PPS 

team will continue to work on this during the 2020-2021 school year.  The district 

considers this plan a dynamic document, and is subject to revision and updates to 

reflect current and future needs.  

 

2. Each school and/or district establishes an advisory council, shared decision-making, 

school climate team, or other collaborative working group comprised of families, 

students, members of the board of education, or school’s board, school building 

and/or district/charter leaders, community-based service providers, teachers, certified 

school counselors, and other pupil personnel service providers including school social 

workers and/or school psychologists, to inform the comprehensive developmental 

school counseling program plan. 

The Oriskany Central School District is forming a Counseling Advisory Council (CAC) 
consisting of the requisite stakeholders including parents, school building and/or district 
leaders, community-based service providers, OHM BOCES Safety Office, District Safety 
Committee, teachers, certified school counselors and other pupil personnel service 
providers in the district including school social workers and/or school psychologists.  The 
purpose of the CAC is to review the comprehensive developmental school counseling 
plan, as well as to advise and support the implementation of the counseling program. 

 

3.  Each school and/or district reopening plan addresses how the school/district will 

provide resources and referrals to address mental health, behavioral, and emotional 

support services and programs. 

The Oriskany Central School District Pupil Personnel Team and District Instructional 
Support Team is implementing a Multi-Tier Systems of Supports (MTSS) framework that 
will guide our delivery of services to all students.  We will employ a three-tiered 
approach: 
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• Tier 1 – Deliver Social-Emotional Learning instruction and evidence-based 

practices in the classroom targeted to all students 

• Tier 2 – School Counselors and/or Social Workers provide small-group or 
individual supports for students identified as at-risk with moderate mental health, 
behavioral, and/or emotional needs 

• Tier 3 – Students suffering from significant mental health, behavioral and 
emotional challenges may require individualized clinical interventions, counseling, 
and/or a referral to local community resources 

Age-appropriate screening tools will serve as a gauge for the counseling staff to inform 
the management of additional interventions, supports, or programs necessary to 
ameliorate student mental health, behavioral and emotional issues.  Additional tools 
and resources will be provided to classroom teachers that will help them be able to 
better identify the aforementioned areas of concern they may have with a specific 
student or students that may result in a referral to a member of the counseling staff. 
Programs were provided virtually via Google Classrooms to provide access to counselors 
in a Tier 1 and Tier 2 program.  This will be continued for Fall 2020. 

In addition, we will continue to utilize online referral forms for students, families, and 
faculty and staff.  When we implemented this during the Spring 2020 closure, we were 
able to remain connected and in communication with the needs of our students 
throughout the virtual environment. 

 

4. Each school and/or district reopening plan addresses professional development 
opportunities for faculty and staff on how to talk with and support students during 
and after the ongoing COVID-19 public health emergency, as well as provide supports 
for developing coping and resilience skills for students, faculty, and staff. 

Faculty and staff will be provided professional development (learning) opportunities 
through our district utilizing webinars, video conferences, and in-person presentations 
(when allowed) with trained professionals with counseling or other appropriate 
background.  Presentations by our counseling staff during building-level faculty 
meetings will be utilized as well. 

Our district will be providing a 5-part series to all faculty and staff during the 
August-December 2020.  Participants will explore the five competencies of 
social-emotional wellness through the lens of self, student, and family. Each 
instructional segment invites educators to reflect on some aspect of each competency, 
focus on related issues for students, and consider how each competency relates to 
establishing positive relationships with families. The topic for each session is listed here:  
 

1. Self-awareness – August 2020 
2. Self-management – September 2020 
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3. Social awareness – October/November 2020 
4. Relationship skills – November/December 2020 
5. Responsible decision-making – December 2020/January 2021 

Strategies to develop the necessary coping and resilience skills for students will be 
supported through focused SEL instruction students will receive by the counseling staff 
and classroom teachers.  Additional supports targeted to faculty and staff will be 
implemented through the same aforementioned methods identified above.  Additional 
trainings and offerings will be provide regionally through Oneida-Herkimer-Madison 
BOCES.  

We will utilize the materials and resources provided by NYSED on the NYS website. 

We will also continue to review, revise, and update the Oriskany CSD DRAFT 
Comprehensive School Counseling Plan to reflect the COVID-19 mandate assurances.  
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Section 7: School Schedules 
1. Each school and/or district reopening plan describes the school schedule planned for 

implementation at the beginning of the 2020-21 school year and to the extent 
practicable any contingent scheduling models it may consider if the situation 
warrants. 

We are prepared to shift between any of the following three scenarios provided in the 
Teaching and Learning section of this plan to minimize the disruption to students, 
faculty/staff, and their families and maintain the 180-days of instruction.  We will begin 
the school year with Scenario C or Hybrid Model Plan.  Based upon individual students 
needs, we may provide a full remote learning option.  This will be a plan created directly 
with the family on an individual basis. 

A great amount of consideration was given to the needs of students, families, and staff 
as well as the realities of available space and student enrollment per grade level.  This 
also allowed for us to provide transportation to students within the NYSED, DOH, and 
CDC guidelines. 

Scenario C:  Hybrid Model Plan - Students engage in a combination of in-person and 
remote learning (ex. alphabetic split, half days, select classes offered virtually, and/or 
distance learning classes).  This determination is made due to moderate virus spread 
and higher levels of COVID-19 transmission.  Sample Hybrid Schedules per building as 
follows:  

N.A. Walbran Elementary School - School Hours = 9:00AM-3:10PM - HYBRID Schedule 

Grade Level M T W Th F 

PreK and K In-person 
All students 

In-person 
All students Deep Cleanse 

Day  
 

All Students = 
Remote 
Learning 

 
*Office Hours 
with Teachers 
*Professional 
Learning for 
Faculty & Staff 
*Small Group 
Reteaching 

In-person 
All students 

In-person 
All students 

1st-6th Group A - 
In-person 

 
 

Group A - 
Remote 

Learning with 
Distance 

Learning of 
Livestream 

Group A - 
In-person 

 
 

Group A - 
Remote 

Learning with 
Distance 

Learning of 
Livestream 

Group B - 
Remote 

Learning with 
Distance 

Learning of 
Livestream 

Group B - 
In-person 

Group B - 
Remote 

Learning with 
Distance 

Learning of 
Livestream 

Group B - 
In-person 
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Key * Group A = Student Last Names A-L and Group B = Last Names M-Z 

 

Oriskany Jr.-Sr. High School - School Hours = 8:00AM-2:27PM  - HYBRID Schedule 

Grade Level Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

7th-12th 
Grade 

Group A 
  In-person 

learning in the 
classroom  

at Oriskany Jr. 
Sr. HS 

 

Students with 
 last names 

A-L 

Group A  
Remote 
Learning 
 at home  

 
 

Students with  
last names A-L 

Deep  
Cleanse 

 Day  
 

All Students 
will 

participate in 
Remote 
Learning 
at home 

 
*Office Hours: 
Teachers will 
be available 
for students 
and parents. 
Hours to be 

shared. 
 

*Small group 
remote 

instruction 

Group A 
  In-person 

learning in the 
classroom  

at Oriskany Jr. 
Sr. HS 

 

Students with 
 last names 

A-L 

Group A  
Remote Learning 

 at home  
 
 

Students with  
last names A-L 

Group B  
Remote 
Learning 
 at home  

 
 

Students with 
last names 

M-Z 

Group B  
 In-person 

learning in the 
classroom  

at Oriskany Jr. 
Sr. HS 

 

Students with 
 last names 

M-Z 

Group B  
Remote 
Learning 
 at home  

 
 

Students with 
last names 

M-Z 

Group B  
 In-person 

learning in the 
classroom  

at Oriskany Jr. Sr. 
HS 

 

Students with 
 last names M-Z 

Key * Group A = Student Last Names A-L and Group B = Last Names M-Z 
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Section 8:  Attendance and Chronic Absenteeism 

1. Each school and/or district reopening plan must describe a mechanism to collect and 
report daily teacher student engagement or attendance while in a remote or hybrid 
schedule. 

Attendance: 

Daily student attendance is critical, especially when students are at home, during this 

uncommon time. Attendance records will be maintained for all instances when students 

are expected to be “in class” whether instruction is provided in person, hybrid, or 

remotely. Student attendance will be guided by the Oriskany Central School District’s 

Attendance Policy #7004. Though good student attendance is critical, students should 

always be kept home from school when they are experiencing any symptoms of illness. 

Remote learning can be continued depending on the health of the student.  IN the event 

of illness, time will be provided weekly on Wednesdays to provide opportunities for 

office hours with the teacher, small group instruction, and additional supports by 

instructional staff.  

The following will take place daily: 

● Every teacher will record attendance daily on our Student Management System, 

SchoolTool, whether instruction is delivered in person or remotely. 

● Each school will make a phone call home to check in with students not logged in 

or virtually present. 

● Teachers will analyze attendance and communicate with students and families. 

The teacher will also utilize the district’s Google Form Referral system for 

attendance or engagement concerns. 

● Building principals will analyze attendance weekly and implement a tiered 

approach to avoid potential chronic absenteeism.  

● Attendance letters will be sent on a weekly/bi-weekly basis families with tiered 

letters based upon the number of absences.  This will include a chart to display 

the percentage of the school year missed and how your child’s absences 

compare to the average student in the same grade level. 
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Chronic Absenteeism:  
 

Extensive research indicates that missing ten percent of school days tends to be the 

“tipping point” when student achievement declines. Chronic absence, or absenteeism, is 

defined as missing at least ten percent of enrolled school days, which in New York State 

is eighteen days per school year, or two days per month. Chronic absence includes all 

absences from instruction, both excused and unexcused. It is essential for school 

attendance policies to focus on the academic consequences of lost instructional time 

and for the school procedures to address absences before students fall behind in school. 

During these challenging times, the development of positive school relationships may be 

a lifeline for students disconnected from school. Although flexibility is recommended 

when monitoring attendance in a remote instructional model, for students who have 

not engaged in remote learning and school staff outreach to parents/guardians has 

been unsuccessful, Oriskany Central School District will utilize a variety of methods of 

reaching out to families including the following: 

●  Phone calls to families are often the simplest solution and provide an immediate 

opportunity to offer resources and assess student and family needs. 

● Where families do not respond to phone calls, texting may offer a lower-stress 

alternative and a subsequent phone call can be arranged. 

●   Seeking out adults in the school who have established a connection with the 

student and/or family may yield improved results. Counselors, coaches, social 

workers, and psychologists are often logical choices, in addition to teaching staff. 

● Pupil Personnel Teams will meet virtually and work collaboratively with 

parents/guardians to address and create a plan to address improving student 

chronic absenteeism. 

● Attendance letters will be sent on a weekly/bi-weekly basis families with tiered 

letters based upon the number of absences.  This will include a chart to display 

the percentage of the school year missed and how your child’s absences 

compare to the average student in the same grade level. 

●  Students not in compliance with the Oriskany Central School District’s 

Attendance Policy #8005 will be referred to Building IST and/or Pupil Personnel 

Team at the secondary level. 
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Section 9:  Technology and Connectivity  
 

1. Each school and/or district reopening plan must include information on how the 
school/district will have knowledge of the level of access to devices and high-speed 
internet all students and teachers have in their places of residence. 

 
The Oriskany Central School District will survey families and engage instructional staff in 
monitoring teacher/student engagement.   We utilize a district Google Form for 
teachers to submit a referral for any students of concern with internet connectivity or 
device issues. 

 

2. Each school and/or district reopening plan must include information on how the 

school or district, to the extent practicable, will address the need to provide devices 

and internet access to students and teachers who currently do not have sufficient 

access. 

The Oriskany Central School District will provide 1:1 devices to all students and 
instructional staff PK-12.  We will be surveying families and having instructional staff 
monitoring teacher/student engagement online.  All students will be remote learning on 
Fridays,  We will be able to monitor this over time and communicate with families to 
provide them with needed internet access.  This can include access to local businesses 
service (Spectrum, Verizon, etc) and mi-fi hotspots as needed. 
 
All faculty and staff will be in district buildings to ensure access to devices and sufficient 
internet access.  In the event of remote work being necessary, we will work with faculty 
and staff to ensure access is sufficient. 
 

3. Each school and/or district reopening plan must include information on how the 
school or district will provide multiple ways for students to participate in learning and 
demonstrate mastery of Learning Standards in remote or blended models, especially if 
all students do not yet have sufficient access to devices and/or high-speed internet. 

 
The Oriskany Central School District will work with families to ensure sufficient access to 
the Internet with the 1:1 school provided devices.  We will be prepared to provide 
replacement devices, cords, mi-fi hotspots and also paper hard copies as needed.  We 
will work with students and their families to ensure our students have multiple ways to 
demonstrate mastery of the Learning Standards.  
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Section 10:  Teaching and Learning 
 

1. Each school and/or district reopening plan includes a continuity of learning plan for 

the 2020-2021 school year. Such plan must prepare for in-person, remote, and hybrid 

models of instruction. 

Oriskany Central School District Goals: 

● Safety:  Provide an environment that continues to be safe for students, faculty, 
and staff. 

● Families:  Meeting the needs of all students by engaging families in a continuous 
and active learning partnership. 

● Equity:  Provide opportunities for all students to have equitable access to 
learning opportunities inclusive of any potential barriers. 

● Flexibility:  Maintain learning environment flexibility considering the necessary 
responsiveness we must have to the ever-changing landscape of the COVID-19 
public health pandemic. 

We are prepared to shift between any of the following three scenarios to minimize the 
disruption to students, faculty/staff, and their families and maintain the 180-days of 
instruction.  Each of these scenarios are planned for and will allow a transition or shift to 
a new format while providing continuity of learning for all students. 

Scenario A:  In-person Learning - All students physically return to school in following all 
health and safety guidelines.  This determination is made based upon successful virus 
containment and minimal or low levels of COVID-19 transmission. 

Scenario B:  Remote Learning - Students are not physically present and learn through 
synchronous and asynchronous learning experiences using a remote or virtual platform. 
This determination is made due to high levels of virus spread and widespread 
transmission of COVID-19. 

Scenario C:  Hybrid Model Learning - Students engage in a combination of in-person 
and remote learning (ex. alphabetic split, half days, select classes offered virtually, 
and/or distance learning classes).  This determination is made due to moderate virus 
spread and higher levels of COVID-19 transmission. 
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Sample Hybrid Schedules per building as follows:  

N.A. Walbran Elementary School - School Hours = 9:00AM-3:10PM - HYBRID Schedule 

Grade Level Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

PreK and 
Kindergarten 

In-person 
learning in the 
classroom at 
N.A.Walbran 

 

All students 

In-person 
learning in the 
classroom at 
N.A.Walbran 

 

All students 

Deep  
Cleanse 

 Day  
 

All Students 
will participate 

in  Remote 
Learning 
at home 

 
*Office Hours: 
Teachers will 

be available for 
students and 

parents.  Hours 
to be shared. 

 
*Small group 

remote 
instruction 

In-person 
learning in the 
classroom at 
N.A.Walbran 

 

All students 

In-person 
learning in the 
classroom at 
N.A.Walbran 

 

All students 

1st-6th 
Grade 

Group A 
  In-person 

learning in the 
classroom  

at N.A.Walbran 
 

Students with 
 last names A-L 

Group A  
Remote 

Learning at 
home  

 
 

Students with  
last names A-L 

Group A  
In-person 

learning in the 
classroom 

 at 
N.A.Walbran 

 

Students with  
last names A-L 

Group A  
Remote 

Learning at 
home  

 
 

Students with  
last names A-L 

Group B  
Remote 
Learning 
 at home  

 
 

Students with 
last names M-Z 

Group B  
 In-person 

learning in the 
classroom  

at N.A.Walbran 
 

Students with 
 last names 

M-Z 

Group B  
Remote 
Learning 
 at home  

 
 

Students with 
last names M-Z 

Group B  
 In-person 

learning in the 
classroom  

at N.A.Walbran 
 

Students with 
 last names 

M-Z 

Key * Group A = Student Last Names A-L and Group B = Last Names M-Z 

Oriskany Jr.-Sr. High School - School Hours = 8:00AM-2:27PM  - HYBRID Schedule 

Grade Level Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

7th-12th 
Grade 

Group A 
  In-person 

learning in the 
classroom  

at Oriskany Jr. 
Sr. HS 

 

Students with 
 last names 

Group A  
Remote 
Learning 
 at home  

 
 

Students with  
last names A-L 

Deep  
Cleanse 

 Day  
 

All Students 
will 

participate in 
Remote 
Learning 

Group A 
  In-person 

learning in the 
classroom  

at Oriskany Jr. 
Sr. HS 

 

Students with 
 last names 

Group A  
Remote Learning 

 at home  
 
 

Students with  
last names A-L 
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A-L at home 
 

*Office Hours: 
Teachers will 
be available 
for students 
and parents. 
Hours to be 

shared. 
 

*Small group 
remote 

instruction 

A-L 

Group B  
Remote 
Learning 
 at home  

 
 

Students with 
last names 

M-Z 

Group B  
 In-person 

learning in the 
classroom  

at Oriskany Jr. 
Sr. HS 

 

Students with 
 last names 

M-Z 

Group B  
Remote 
Learning 
 at home  

 
 

Students with 
last names 

M-Z 

Group B  
 In-person learning 

in the classroom  
at Oriskany Jr. Sr. 

HS 
 

Students with 
 last names M-Z 

Key * Group A = Student Last Names A-L      Group B = Student Last Names M-Z 

 
 
 
 

2. Each school and/or district reopening plan includes an educational program that is 

aligned to the New York State Learning Standards (or, for charter schools, the 

standards set forth in the school’s charter) regardless if instruction is delivered 

in-person, remotely or in a hybrid model. 

The Oriskany Central School District will provide instruction aligned to the New York 
State Learning Standards. All instruction will be guided by current curriculum materials 
and resources aligned to the New York State Standards.  Instructional staff will follow 
district curriculum maps, calendars, and/or pacing guides to ensure students continue to 
meet and exceed grade level standards.  

 

3. Each school and/or district reopening plan provides for a program that includes 

regular substantive interaction between teachers and students whether delivered in- 

person, remotely or through a hybrid model of instruction. 

Daily instruction will be delivered in multiple formats to engage students daily.  As a 

Google district, we will continue to utilize Google Suite (Google Meets, Voice, 

Classroom, Docs, Forms, etc.) components to engage students in any of the three 

scenarios.  Teachers will utilize video conferencing with Google Meets to ensure 

face-to-face teacher/student engagement.  
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contact with students.  All instructional tools utilized will be in compliance with New 

York State Ed Law 2-d. 

The Oriskany Central School District will be providing substantive interaction between 
teachers and students utilizing the following:  Google Suite, Zoom, daily office hours, 
and small group instruction. 

4. Equity must be at the heart of all school instructional decisions. All instruction should 

be developed so that whether delivered in-person, remotely, or through a hybrid 

model due to a local or state school closure, there are/clear/opportunities for 

instruction that/are/accessible to all students./Such opportunities must be/aligned 

with State standards (or, for charter schools, the standards set forth in the school’s 

charter) and include routine scheduled times for students to/interact and seek 

feedback and support/from their teachers. 

Since our plans include remote learning for many (or potentially all), we must ensure 

there is digital equity.  We will continue to monitor student access to the internet when 

outside the district’s buildings to ensure this.  With our 1:1 devices PK-12, students will 

be taking them home routinely and returning them to the school building.  Through this, 

we will monitor and adjust to ensure families have the access they need.  We will 

continue to utilize a district Google Form for instructional staff to complete referrals for 

concerns with internet, engagement, attendance, and social/emotional well-being.  This 

will foster the communication needed with instructional staff, school counselors, social 

worker, related service providers, and building leaders. 

 
One of our goals will be to intentionally train students, families, and instructional staff 
for Scenario B.  Wednesdays will be a day when we will be able to provide deep cleaning 
and an investment in training everyone.  This day will also host opportunities for 
students and families to engage with instructional staff during scheduled office hours. 
Time will also be provided for interventions in small groups for pre-teaching, reteaching, 
and supplemental programs.  This day will also have scheduled time for professional 
learning, curriculum writing, and planning in/within content areas, both horizontally and 
vertically.  Curriculum will need to continue to be prioritized and adjusted to meet the 
needs of all students equitably and to ensure students have equitable access to ti 
learning aligned to the State Standards.  
 
Our instructional staff will be monitoring student progress with multiple measures of 
data to monitor and review student progress with the State Standards. 
 

5. Schools must create a clear communication plan for how students and their 

families/caregivers can contact the school and teachers with questions about their 

instruction and/or technology. This information needs to be accessible to all, available 
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in multiple languages based on district or charter school need, widely disseminated, 

and include clear and multiple ways for students and families to contact schools and 

teachers (e.g., email, online platform, and/or by phone). 

The Oriskany Central School District will continue to provide communication via multiple 

modalities with our families using School Messenger robocalls, emails, tand texts, our 

district website,  the school app, and social media platforms.  One of our goals will be to 

intentionally train students, families, and instructional staff for Scenario B.  Wednesdays 

will be a day when we will be able to provide deep cleaning and an investment in 

training everyone.  It will be accessible to all students and families in the languages 

needed by our families. 

 

6. Districts that contract with eligible agencies, including CBOs, to provide 

Prekindergarten programs must attest that they have measures in place to ensure 

eligible agencies with whom they contract will follow health and safety guidelines 

outlined in NYSED guidance and required by the New York State Department of 

Health. The district must also ensure their eligible agencies have a Continuity of 

Learning plan that addresses in-person, remote, and hybrid models of instruction. 

The Oriskany Central School District provides our own Prekindergarten  program in the 

district.   Our Prekindergarten is included in our Continuity of Learning plan that 

addresses in-person, remote, and hybrid models of instruction. 
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Section 11:  Special Education 
 

1. Each school and/or district reopening plan, whether services are provided in-person, 
remote, and/or through a hybrid model, addresses the provision of free appropriate 
public education (FAPE) consistent/with the need to protect the health and safety of 
students with disabilities and those providing special education and services. 

Parents/guardians will choose their preferred mode of instruction, based on the 
district's reopening plan, and will be provided general and special education instruction 
either in combination of in-person and remote learning (hybrid), or remotely, by their 
general and special education teachers and related service providers. Staff will 
collaborate with parents/guardians to provide services to the greatest extent possible, 
consistent with IEPs, and will document these services on the selected district forms and 
contact logs. BOCES and out-of-district placements will also provide individual 
documentation. The District’s FAPE form will be completed for each special education 
student.  The District FAPE form documents the following information: what programs 
and services will be provided to the student; what method will be used to deliver those 
programs and services; how progress towards goals will be monitored, if the 
methodology must differ from what is written in the IEP due to COVID-19 emergency; 
and how program modifications and accommodations will be addressed, if the 
methodology must differ from what is written in the IEP due to the COVID-19 
emergency. 
 

2. Each school and/or district reopening plan addresses how it will document the 
programs and services offered and provided to students with disabilities as well as 
communications with parents. 

Special education teachers and service providers will communicate with 
parents/guardians regarding the provision of services and the selected mode of 
instruction or services (hybrid or remote). Teachers and/or service providers will 
document communication with parents/guardians.  Teachers will maintain 
communication logs throughout the year.  Progress reports will be provided quarterly to 
document student’s progress toward IEP goals. 
 
Targeted Case Managers will collaborate with parents/guardians regarding the provision 
of services and supports, as well as modifications and accommodations, and how those 
may be adjusted to reflect the setting for the students' education (i.e. in-person during 
hybrid vs. virtual during remote learning). Parents/guardians will receive documentation 
describing the provision of services in their preferred language or mode of 
communication. 
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3. Each school and/or district reopening plan addresses meaningful parent engagement 

in the parent’s preferred language or mode of communication regarding the provision 
of services to his/her child to meet the requirements of the IDEA. 

Targeted Case Managers will collaborate with parents/guardians regarding the provision 
of services and supports, as well as modifications and accommodations, and how those 
may be adjusted to reflect the setting for the students' education (i.e. in-person during 
hybrid vs. virtual during remote learning). Parents/guardians will receive documentation 
describing the provision of services in their preferred language or mode of 
communication. 
 

4. Each school and/or district reopening plan addresses collaboration between the 
committees on preschool special education (CPSE) and committees on special 
education (CSE) and program providers representing the variety of settings where 
students are served to ensure there is an understanding of the provision of services 
consistent with the recommendations on/individualized education programs/(IEPs), 
plans for monitoring and communicating student progress, and commitment to 
sharing resources. 

Students attending out of district programs will be provided the options those programs 
develop, and the district will support those models of instruction. Out of District 
placement and CPSE providers will document their provision of FAPE and communicate 
that with the school district and CSE office, as well as parents. Providers will continue to 
use quarterly reporting mechanisms employed by those providers. Providers will use the 
Cleartrack contact log to maintain records of parent interaction and student 
participation in programs. The District will work with outside providers to ensure 
students have necessary technology/resources to access their education. 
 

5. Each school and/or district reopening plan must ensure access to the necessary 
accommodations, modifications, supplementary aids and services, and technology 
(including assistive technology) to meet the unique disability related needs of 
students. 

Students attending out of district programs will be provided the options those programs 
develop, and the district will support those models of instruction. Out of District 
placement and CPSE providers will document their provision of FAPE and communicate 
that with the school district and CSE office, as well as parents. Providers will continue to 
use quarterly reporting mechanisms employed by those providers. Providers will use the 
Cleartrack contact log to maintain records of parent interaction and student 
participation in programs. The District will work with outside providers to ensure 
students have necessary technology/resources to access their education.  As a 1:1 
district, we work to ensure all students have access to a district device, including 
out-of-district placement students, to improve digital equity. 
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Section 12:  Bilingual Education and World Language 
 

1. Each qualifying school and/or district reopening plan which reopens using 
in-person or hybrid instruction must complete the ELL identification process 
within 30 school days of the start of the school year for all students who 
enrolled during COVID-19 school closures in 2019-20, as well as all students 
who enroll during summer of 2020 and during the first 20 school days of the 
2020-21 school year. After this 20 day flexibility period, identification of ELLs 
must resume for all students within required 10 school days of initial 
enrollment as required by Commissioner’s Regulations Part 154. 

The Oriskany Central School District will ensure the ELL identification process 
within 30 school days of the start of the school year for all students who enrolled 
during COVID-19 school closures in 2019-20, as well as all students who enroll 
during summer of 2020 and during the first 20 school days of the 2020-21 school 
year. 

 
2. Each school and/or district reopening plan must provide required instructional 

Units of Study (or, for charter schools, the applicable program outlined in the 
school’s charter) to all ELLs based on their most recently measured English 
language proficiency level during in-person or hybrid instruction. 

The Oriskany Central School District will provide required instructional Units of 
Study to all ELLs based on their most recently measured English language 
proficiency level during in-person or hybrid instruction.  We will continue to 
contract with Oneida-Herkimer-Madison BOCES for the services of a NYS 
certified ELL itinerant teacher for the 2020-2021 school year to provide the 
required Units of Study.  

 

3. Each school and/or district reopening plan must ensure the maintenance of 
regular communication with parents/guardians of ELLs to ensure that they are 
engaged in their children’s education during the reopening process, and 
provide all communications for parents/guardians of ELLs in their preferred 
language and mode of communication. 

The Oriskany Central School District will  ensure the maintenance of regular 
communication with parents/guardians of ELLs to ensure that they are engaged 
in their children’s education during the reopening process, and provide all 
communications for parents/guardians of ELLs in their preferred language and 
mode of communication. 
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Section 13:  Teacher and Principal Evaluation System 
 

1. Each school and/or district reopening plan must ensure that all teachers and principals 

are evaluated pursuant to the LEA’s currently approved APPR plan (or, for charter 

schools, the school’s charter), including any variance applications approved by the 

Department. 

The Oriskany Central School District will continue to ensure all teachers and principals 

are evaluated pursuant to the linked NYSED approved APPR plan. 

Oriskany CSD NYSED Approved APPR Plan   
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Section 14:  Certification, Incidental Teaching, and Substitute Teaching  
 

1. Each school and/or district reopening plan must ensure that all teachers hold valid and 

appropriate certificates for their teaching assignments except where otherwise 

allowable under the Commissioner’s regulations (e.g., incidental teaching) or 

Education Law. 

The Oriskany Central School District will ensure that all teachers hold valid and 
appropriate certificates for their teaching assignments except where otherwise 
allowable under the Commissioner’s regulations (e.g., incidental teaching) or Education 
Law.  We will also adhere to District Policy #6101: Certification and Incidental Teaching 

 
I. All employees filling positions for which certification is required shall meet 

certification requirements of the Commissioner of Education as 
implemented through the State Education Department Office of Teaching 
Initiatives (Teacher Education and Certification).  

II. The Superintendent of Schools is authorized by Section 80.2(c) of the 
Commissioner's Regulations to assign a teacher to teach a subject not 
covered by such teacher's certificate for a period not to exceed five (5) 
classroom hours per week, when no certified or qualified teacher is 
available after extensive and documented recruitment and provided that 
the approval of the District Superintendent of the BOCES, on behalf of the 
Commissioner of Education, is obtained.  

III. Upon making such an assignment, the Superintendent shall promptly 
apply to the Commissioner of Education for approval of the assignment, in 
accordance with the Commissioner’s regulations.  

 
 
Substitute teachers will be an important resource in our school reopening plan and 
throughout the COVID-19 crisis.  We will continue to adhere to District Policy #6004: 
Substitute Teaching for employment of all substitutes. 
 
The certifications of all teachers will be monitored and reviewed annually.  This will be 
accomplished by reviewing the Cognos SIRS-report for certification expirations.  There 
will be written communication provided to teachers with approaching expiration dates. 
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